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All species below were recorded on 17th October 2015 by Dr Dan Carpenter and Keiron Brown. 

(s) indicates that the species was recorded from hand-sorted soil pits. 

(m) indicates that the species was recorded from microhabitat searches. 

Species in red indicate species noted as rare in Sherlock, E. (2012) Key to the earthworms of the UK and 

Ireland. London: Field Studies Council and Natural History Museum 

 

Site 1: Neutral Grassland (SU78407172) 

Allolobophora chlorotica   (s) (m) 

Allolobophoridella eiseni  (m) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) (m) 

Dendrodrilus rubidus   (m) 

Lumbricus castaneus   (s) (m) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (s) (m) 

Octolasion lacteum   (s) 
 

Site 2: Deciduous Woodland (SU78417168) 

Allolobophora chlorotica  (s) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) 

Aporrectodea longa   (m) 

Lumbricus castaneus   (m) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (m) 

Lumbricus terrestris   (s) (m) 
 

Site 3: Wet Woodland (SU78197183) 

Eiseniella tetraedra   (s) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (m) 
 

Site 4: Deciduous Woodland (SU78527267) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) 

Aporrectodea longa   (m) 

Dendrodrilus rubidus   (m) 

Eiseniella tetraedra   (m) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (m) 

 

Site 5: Riverbank (SU77697254) 

Allolobophora chlorotica  (s) 

Allolobophoridella eiseni  (m) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) 

Aporrectodea rosea   (s) 

Dendrodrilus rubidus   (m) 

Eiseniella tetraedra   (s) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (s) (m) 

Lumbricus terrestris   (s) 
 

Site 6: Amenity Grassland (SU78297183) 

Allolobophora chlorotica  (s) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa nocturna (s) 

Aporrectodea longa   (s) 

Aporrectodea rosea   (s) 

Lumbricus festivus   (s) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (s) 

Octolasion cyaneum   (s) 

Octolasion lacteum   (s) 
 

Woodchip (SU78437263) 

Allolobophora chlorotica   (m) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (m) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa nocturna (m) 

Aporrectodea longa   (m) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (m)

Most of the species recorded are thought to be relatively common species with broad distributions, 
though some species that are thought to be either rare or very rare were recorded. However, please note 
that further investigation regarding the true distribution and abundance of individual earthworm species 
in the UK is needed required in order to establish the true status of UK earthworm species populations. 
 
A. eiseni and L. festivus were both recorded and are considered rare species. Furthermore, a rare morph 
of A. caliginosa (the nocturna morph) was also recorded at two sites. Taxonomists are currently working 
on splitting three A. caliginosa morphs into separate species and it is likely that the nocturna morph will 
be named as a separate species in the near future. E. tetraedra is an earthworm commonly found in 
waterlogged sites and was found in both wetland habitats surveyed, as well as woodland adjacent to a 
stream. 
 
List compiled by Keiron Brown, Recording Officer, Earthworm Society of Britain 


