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All species below were recorded and identified on 14th November 2015 by Keiron Brown, Joy Clarke, Brian 

Eversham, Frances Farrugia, Falah Hamed, Lisa Rowley, Emma Sherlock, Leon Stone, Charles Turner and 

Ian Wilson. All identifications were verified by Keiron Brown and Emma Sherlock. 

(s) indicates that the species was recorded from hand-sorted soil pits. 

(m) indicates that the species was recorded from microhabitat searches. 

Species in red indicate species noted as rare in Sherlock, E. (2012) Key to the earthworms of the UK and 

Ireland. London: Field Studies Council and Natural History Museum 

 

Site 1: Deciduous Woodland (SP804637) 

Allolobophora chlorotica   (s) (m) 

Allolobophoridella eiseni  (m) 

Aporrectodea caliginosa  (s) (m) 

Aporrectodea longa   (s)  

Dendrobaena attemsi   (m) 

Dendrobaena octaedra   (s) (m) 

Dendrodrilus rubidus   (m) 

Eisenia fetida    (m) 

Lumbricus rubellus   (s) (m) 

Octolasion cyaneum   (s) 
 

Site 2: Grassland (molehill) (SP802638) 

Allolobophora chlorotica  (s) 

Lumbricus castaneus   (s) 
 

 
Only 2 species records from Northamptonshire have been previously submitted to the National 
Earthworm Recording Scheme and verified: L. castaneus and Lumbricus terrestris. Therefore, the 
remaining 10 species on this list are all first records of occurrence for these species in Northamptonshire 
to the National Earthworm Recording Scheme. However, it is possible that there are more records stored 
with other organisations and it is hoped that more earthworm records can be compiled through liaising 
with The Wildlife Trust BCN and other organisations. 
 
Most of the species recorded are thought to be relatively common species with broad distributions, 
though some species that are thought to be either rare or very rare were recorded. However, please note 
that further investigation regarding the true distribution and abundance of individual earthworm species 
in the UK is needed required in order to establish the true status of UK earthworm species populations. 
 
A. eiseni, D. attemsi and D. octaedra are all considered rare species. Interestingly, A.eiseni was discovered 
within a rot hole in a tree. This is the second time the Earthworm Society of Britain have sampled a tree 
hole (the first time was in Berkshire in October 2015) and both times A. eiseni has been recorded.  
 
List compiled by Keiron Brown, Recording Officer, Earthworm Society of Britain 


